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EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT. 
Se arr 


Statistics from various sources, which offer some indication of the change in 
the intensity of unemployment, and in the volume of factory employment, are made 
available by the Commonwealth Statistician (iis 2 bes he McPhee). 


ie UNEMPLOYMENT, 1st QUARTER, 1934. 


The figures relating to unemployment are similar to those published quarterly 
in the past, and are derived from returns furnished by Trade Unions. 


The number of trade unionists represented in the returns from which the follow- 
ing figures have been derived is normally about half the total. Generally, it may be 
said that the returns of unemployment include little information about rural employment, 
so that the percentage results given herein do not vary greatly with the season. The 
total unemployment in the country, however, may be affected a good deal by the crop 
seasons. 


The percentages of unemployment in reporting Trade Unions for each quarter 
since the beginning of 1931 are as follows:- 
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It should be noted that the figures refer to the mid-month of each quarter, 
and represent the conditions at the middle of that month. Consequently, the latest 
figures referred to herein relate to the middle of February, 1934. 


The vercentages given above show the almost continuous rise in unemployment 
up to the 2nd Quarter of 1932, which had been uninterrupted since 1929. After re- 
Maining fairly constant at 28-0 per cent. to 28.3 per cent. for three quarters - 
from August, 1931, to February, 1932 - the maximum point was reached in May, EO Seis 
when the proportion of unemployment in the reporting Trade Unions was 30 per cent. of 
the membership. 


From the apex the proportion of unemployed decreased by 4 per thousand in the 
third ouarter of 1932, and in the two quarters following the improvement was much more 
marked, amounting to 15 per 1,000 in the fourth quarter of 1932, and to 16 per 1,000 in 


the first quarter of 1933. The improvement continued, though at a reduced rate, until 
it became 21.9 per cent. for February, 1934. This is the lowest percentage of unem- 
ployment since August, 1930, when it was 20.5 per cent. Since the maximum point in 


May, 1932, the rate of een bopierts has diminished by 8.1 per cent., or 81 per 1,000 


u 


members ~- from 30.0 to 21.9 per cent. in February, LOBa. 


This improvement since the 2nd quarter of 1932 has been experienced in all the 
States in the following order (per 1,000 members)e- Western Australia, 108 5 
Tasmania, 97% Victoria, Oils New South Wales, 145 South Rup Tralee 635 Queens~ 
land, 62. The more recent improvement during the lst quarter of 1934 over the 
ae quarter was also general throughout the States, in the fon Lowy ison cle | 
Improvement per 1,000 members - Victoria, 133 New South Wales, 12; Western Australia, 


10; Tasmania, 53 South Australia, 4; ee - /dmong the 


Among the industrial groups, those showing the greatest improvement per 1,000 
members since the peak in 1932 are:- Other Manufacturing (undefined), 162; Building, 
dies Engineering and Metal Working, 91s Wood, Furniture, ete., 793 Land Transport, 
(other than Railways and Tramways), Be Clothing, hats, boots, etc.e, 66; Mines and 
Quarries, 633 Miscellaneous, 553 Books, Printing, ete., 503 and Food, Drink, 
Tobaceo, ctc., 39). 


The usual tables for Trade Union Unemployment are appended. 


UNEMPLOYMENT - AUSTRALIA - Number and Membership of Trade 


Unions Reporting, and Number and Percentage Unemployed - 
ist Quarter, 19293; and 2nd Quarter, 1932, to lst Quarter,1934. 
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AUSTRALIA | Quarter |Quarter |Quarter|Quarter|Quarter {Quarter |Quarter 
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Number of Unions ee Buh) 396 
Membership ae aN 420,756 {413,742 412,674 |415,559 1416,426 |416, 560 [422,056 
Unemployed - Number .. 39,159 124,068 /109,182|106,6521104,560! 95,745 
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as Unemployed in each State for the lst Quarter, 192935 
2nd Quarter, 1932, to lst Quarter, 1934. 
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Unemployment Percentages in Industrial Groups - 
Australia - Ist Quarter, 19293 2nd Quarter, 1932, to 
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_ist Quarter, 1934. 
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I. Wood, Furniture, etc. 665 396 3662 
II. Engineering, Metal Works, 

BiG y plex =e | llee B30 3062 

Pot, Food, Drink, Tobacco &c. | 5.4 | 19.4 16.6 

IV. Clothing, Hats, Boots &c.| 9.8 2206 Ue 2 

V. Books, Printing, etc. Gis 16.3 15.8 

VI. Other Manufacturing 13.3 43.0 37.28 

VII. Building ee | 10.6 42.1 3857 

VIII. Mining, Quarrying, etc. 193.2 34.2 Are lt 


X. Land Transport, other 
than Railway and Tram- 
way Services we 7.6 296 Alel 

iy 2, Ail, BILL, and XIV, 


Other and Miscellaneous Th Ne eae. 
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I. Wood, Furniture, etc. 2904 3542 18.0 45.3 29.8 eles 
Ii. Engineering, Metal Works etc.| 26.9 23162 ILS ysteh shai ll 124 24.8 
-IfIl. Food, Drink, Tobacco, etc. ORS 10.0 Isictey MW ibebes!  eG 15) 
IV. Clothing, Hats, Boots, etc. 27.4 8.2 9.9 {29.2 |28.2 16.0 
Ve Books, Printing, etc. Wiese 6.5 GeO TS. 9) 5. O 11.8 
VI. Other Manufacturing SD 1983 Sys R ear a 116.2 2668 
VII. Building oe 30.5 E9ed | 2060 14602 12169 30.8 
VIII. Mining, Quarrying, etc. 28.4 BOSS) | PAGAL Aah 2 Ailes 
X. Land Transport, other than 
Railway and Tramway Services| 28.6 ds}at B8oe4 | 37-8 |26.9 Zee 
ieee, XID, X1TT, and Xrv, . 
Other and Miscellaneous pallet 14.8 CAs MOSS Jalsa! 16.7 





Ile EMPLOYMENT. 

As a supplement to the figures of unemployment given above, some figures in- 
dicating the changes in employment in factories are given below for four States. The 
figures for New South Wales, South Australia and Western Australia have been supplied 
by the Government Statisticians for those States, (for convenience of comparison the 
figures for New South Wales have been converted to a percentage basis) while the 
figures for Queensland have been taken from the “Economic News" issued by the Queensland 
Bureau of Industry. Similar figures are not available for Victoria or Tasmania. 


The figures given immediately below for New South Wales are based on 42 
factories representing about 11 per cent. of all factory employment in that State; the 
South Australian figures are based on not less than 50 per cent. of all factory employ- 
ment $ while Western Australian figures cover 35 per cent. of all persons similarly 
employed. 


INDEX OF FACTORY EMPLOYMENT. 


Basee- New South Wales and South Australian results are shown as percent- 
ages on the numbers employed in January, 19303 Western Australian figures are related 
to the average monthly employment for the year 1929-30. 


No allowance has been made in the following figures for increased population. 


iad New South South Western 
none Wales Australia Australia 
~ January, 1930 +. 100 100 100(a) 
January, 1931 te 75 ae (b) 
January, 1932 Sle 76 70 65 
Janwary. L933 phe 84 80 82 
February, «” 50 B87 B4 83 
March, ss ome 86 86 83 
April, " - 87 89 84 
May, : ws 87 86 80 
June, " oF 86 84 80 
JULY s . ain 89 87 79 
August , us aha 90 87 83 
| September, " es O32 87 85 
| October, " ee 95 sacs 87 
| November, " OF 97 91 39 
| December, " ae 96 91 91 


(a) Base - Year 1929-30. 
(b) Not available. 


22h /h more 


A more recent investigation by the Government Statistician of New South Wales, 
which was extended to 98 of the larger factories, indicates that there were 41,614 
employees on the pay sheets in the middle week of December, 1933, compared with 38,923 
in the corresponding week of 1932, and 34,399 in 1931. This represents an increase in 
factory employment of 21 per cent. in two years and is slightly lower than the figures 
obtained from the 42 factories referred to above. 

QUEENSLAND. (From "Economic News"). 
Employment and Unemployment _- Men Wage-Harners. 
(Full-time, including its equivalent in "rationed" employment and 
unemployment). 
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Emp loyed Unemployed Employed Unemployed 























Average 1929 e 89.9 148, 340 
" 1930 Pk 36.4 | 13.6 144,630 
w -1931 a 717.2 | 22.8 131,270 
n 1932 Peres 17.8 | 2252 134,130 
t 1933 ey 79.8 20.2 139,720 

3 months ended - 
March, 1933 .. | 78.2 | 21.8 136,290 
June, " ae 79.0 O10 138,190 
September, 1933 79.8 | 2052 140,040 
| December, r B22 | ies 144,920 
934 | | 19.2 142,640 


January, 1934 80.8 


The Director of the Queensland Bureau of Industry makes the following 
comment ¢- “Improvement continued in private employment, but in less degree, and was 
offset by a contraction in Government employment, probably temporary in nature. 





(Source:= Unemployment Insurance Contributions, etc., wages paid 
from the Unemployment Relief Tax Fund, etc.) 


BUILDING PERMITS. 


A further index of the relative activity in industry is furnished by 
Building Permits issued, and the estimated cost of the proposed buildings and repairs. 


The following table gives details of the value of Building Permits issued 
in the Six Capital Cities and Suburbs of the Commonwealth for the periods shown. 















Other New Alterations Total Value 





— 






































Year gs Buildings & Addapvons All Building 
Operations 
= a8 £ # 

| 1928 ae ie Dae Oi 4,923,432 SH Biter 23,344,646 
1929 Bees IS ANGI S Tite 4,443,784 931,410 20,541,069 

i £9130 se 4,454,429 1,881,174 1,190,754 Too gro ou 
1931 ae 1,249,421 1,813,764 A aleG als: oH leas 
OP ae 2,414,454 TE MOR HOS: 56806 96 By thOlele Uy 
1933 Se Alig oe 1,979,095 25368,824 8,620,893 
1931 4th Qtre 326,546 152,186 ZOD Ow 714,492 
1932 uy 4 | 781,680 | SPAT Oss 564,679 1,675,414 
1933 : iL 1.246523 742,899 6 3R 59 25602,795 


Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics, 


CANBERRA 


i ma@e Te 6th April, 1934. 
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